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If you disable uploading and you only download, you're referred to as a “leecher,” and aside from its ethical misgivings it can lead to being banned from the tracker. As such, it’s generally good practice to seed at least as much as you download. If you read only one document before installing, read our Installation Howto, a quick walkthrough of the
installation process. The Stop button will stop downloading and close its connections. The original seeder only needs to send out one copy of the file for all the clients to receive a copy. Other useful documentation includes: If you can, please leave your client running after your download is complete, to help others download images faster!
VectorMine/Shutterstock.com Heard of BitTorrent, but not quite sure how to use it, or wonder whether you should use it at all? There are plenty of legal trackers out there, as well as torrent aggregators that compile links to legal downloads hosted on other trackers. Here, you can choose where the torrent will download to, whether or not you want to
add it to the top of your queue of torrents, and you can even unmark individual files from being downloaded. Once you’ve settled on what you’d like, you can go ahead and click on OK. The red X button will give you a prompt to delete your torrent (and files, if you choose). BitTorrent is a peer to peer download system optimised for large numbers of
downloaders. Although it isn't the official BitTorrent app, it's been maintained by BitTorrent for the last decade.It's worth noting that uTorrent has a record of security problems, the most recent of which had the potential to let hackers control key functions of the client and spy on users' downloads. Here’s a couple of examples: Jamendo is a free music
tracker that distributes Creative Commons-licensed albums, and artists can contribute their own album if it’s licensed in the same way. To avoid needless downloads, please do not download other CD or DVD image files unless you know that you need packages on them. ninefotostudio/Shutterstock.com Seeders and Leechers Once you're done
downloading, you become a “seeder” and you continue to upload to other peers. Linux Tracker provides downloads to Linux distributions, both popular and low-key, and serves as a great alternative for downloading ISO files. We're not sure how it ranks on other planets, but it's certainly a serious contender for that title.There are two flavours: the
stripped-back Vuze Leap, and the fully fledged Vuze Plus. You probably should avoid blindly downloading copyrighted works on public trackers, since your IP address can be easily tracked. The fastest, easiest, most enjoyable way to get torrents, period. It's attracted some criticism over the years, however: it's ad-supported and many users argue that
the most recent versions are a little too heavy on the advertising and bundled software front. BitTorrent Clients The other side of the BitTorrent equation can be found on your local computer: a client. The client’s job is to manage your torrents, actually connect to other peers, manage statistics on your end, and, of course, download and upload. Since
most indexers have their own private tracker, most people just refer to them both as trackers. In this article, we’'re going to use this more general definition to avoid confusion with whatever you may find yourself on the internet. Here’s a quick guide for newbies on how it works and how to get started downloading torrent files. Step by Step First and
foremost, download and install your chosen BitTorrent client. Here, I'm using uTorrent as my chosen client on Windows. If you're using Mac or Linux, it won’t be too hard to follow along using Transmission. The first CD/DVD disk contains all the files necessary to install a standard Debian system. What Is BitTorrent? Provided the copyright holder
has given permission for the file to be shared this way it's fine, but using torrents to download content you'd otherwise have to pay for is not legal.The best free torrent clients at a glanceqBittorrentVuzeDelugeuTorrentBitTorrent(Image credit: The gBittorrent Project; Shutterstock)Operating system: Windows, macOS, LinuxNo advertisementsHandy
extra toolsNo bundled softwareFewer extensions than someSome torrent clients offer every function imaginable. You will need a BitTorrent client to download Debian CD/DVD images this way. The Down arrow will lower its priority in the queue. The best free torrent clients are perfect for downloading exceptionally large files - such as a video or a
large piece of software - quickly and managing them efficiently.With such large files, downloading directly from a host server will likely lead to a slow experience, particularly if other people are trying to grab the same file. We here at How-To Geek do not condone piracy and we urge you to please download responsibly. You’ll see uTorrent popup and
you’ll get a dialog with option for the specific download. Want to add alphabetical downloading, move downloaded files to specific directories according to the file type, adjust speed according to network conditions, create pretty graphs, schedule everything, integrate with Chrome or Firefox, or batch-rename downloads? Both offer torrent download,
media playback and support for magnet file links, but Vuze Plus adds integrated virus protection and the ability to preview media files.One of Vuze's key selling points is its interface, which slices through jargon and makes even the more advanced features accessible to new users.Vuze also offers bandwidth limiting, IP filtering, and all the other
features you'd expect from a robust torrent client. The Up arrow will raise your torrent’s priority amongst all of the currently active torrents. There are many legal uses for BitTorrent, however—for instance, most community-driven Linux distributions offer torrents for their ISOs. Phish fans often record live shows (so long as they comply with Phish’s
policy on music trading) and share them online, as do many artists themselves. Our ranking for the best free torrent clients considers everything from user experience and adverts, through to how well it can integrate with other applications so regardless where your preferences lay, we have you covered with our in-depth reviews.Are torrents legal?
Torrents have a bad reputation due to piracy, but they aren't illegal in themselves and have lots of legitimate uses, including downloading open source software and material that's in the public domain.It all depends on the content you're downloading. Make sure you read each step of the installer carefully and uncheck any software you don't want to
install.That aside, uTorrent is useful, effective and doesn't gobble up too much of your system's resources: the entire app mainly runs in your web browser. Next, we need a torrent file. I've got a torrent of Countdown’s album “Break Rise Blowing” from Jamendo. There’s no lack of free, feature-packed BitTorrent clients, but we strongly recommend
uTorrent (for Windows) and Transmission (for Mac OS and Linux). uTorrent is a powerhouse of an app, and easily one of the lightest to run on Windows. Transmission is installed by default on Ubuntu and many other Linux distributions, and the Mac version runs extremely well and has Growl support. They are both novice and resource-friendly but
don’t skip out on some of the more useful options for advanced users. Others keep things as simple as possible. Downloading Torrents Things are shared through “torrents,” small files containing text that act as instructions for the tracker. In order to download files, you hop on your tracker’s website and download the torrent file, which is usually
under 30 KB. You then open that torrent in your chosen BitTorrent and you’'ve started to download! The process is that simple, although there is a lot you can do to make the most of your connection if you play around with your client. gBittorrent sits right in the middle, aiming to "meet the needs of most users while using as little CPU and memory as
possible".It boasts an integrated torrent search engine, media player, encryption, prioritisation of torrents and the files within those torrents, IP filtering and torrent creation, and it's the closest open source, junk-free equivalent to uTorrent.If you're looking for a cross-platform torrent client that covers the essentials without getting overly
complicated, gBittorrent is great.Read our full gBittorrent review(Image credit: Azureus Software Inc; Shutterstock)Operating system: WindowsClear, well designed interfaceExpandable via pluginsContains adsBundled antivirus trialVuze (formerly Azureus) claims to be the most powerful BitTorrent client on Earth. How BitTorrent Works To better
understand how this all works, take a look at this diagram from Wikipedia detailing the process: “In this animation, the colored bars beneath all of the 7 clients in the upper region above represent the file, with each color representing an individual piece of the file. In the main uTorrent window, you’ll see your queue. From here you can manage your
torrents: The Pause button will pause downloading, but keep its connections open. Getting started is just that easy. The world of BitTorrent is vast, but hopefully, this introduction will give you the incentive to take the plunge. Happy torrenting! Search for torrents and play them right in your browser. The Play button will start downloads once they’'ve
been paused or stopped. Are you still following us?However, while the apps are functionally identical there are a few key differences: BitTorrent offers web-based seeding, commenting and reviewing, and you may find that the BitTorrent client is welcomed by private trackers that don't like uTorrent.It's very simple to use as well, and could be a good
choice if you're new to torrenting and want a client that will give you an easy introduction.Read our full BitTorrent reviewStay anonymous online with the best torrenting VPN Official torrents for the stable release Be sure to have a look at the documentation before you install. But with a free torrent client, you can download pieces of the files you
want from different people who already have them, leading to faster download times. The Debian distribution includes BitTornado, KTorrent and the original BitTorrent tools. “Public” trackers usually don’t require registration, or if they do, it’s free and always open. In general, the best experience comes from a private tracker with a strong
community, so be sure to look around and see if you can’t find one that suits your tastes. Definitely one of the first options to consider.Read our full Vuze review(Image credit: Deluge; Shutterstock)Operating system: Windows, macOS, LinuxCross platformExpandable via pluginsBrowser integrationInterface is a little sparseDeluge has been around
forever, and it can be as simple or as powerful as you want it to be, making it one of the most versatile free torrent clients out there. Clear Bits offers “open licensed digital media” downloads for free, charging content providers instead. And, as always, Google can be a powerful ally in finding legal torrents. Legality of BitTorrent BitTorrent itself is a
protocol, so it falls to individual trackers as to what’s legal and what’s not. If a copyright violation occurs, it is the tracker that is primarily held responsible, and subsequently its users. Trackers A “tracker” is a server that assists in directing peers, initiated downloads, and maintaining statistics. Trackers route little pieces of data, or packets, to
downloaders and assist them in connecting to their fellow peers—as you download chunks of files, you also upload them to other people who have different chunks of the file, and because everybody’s sharing with each other while downloading, it tends to zip along quickly. Once you have your torrent file in an easy-to-reach (or well-organized) location,
all you have to do is double-click on the .torrent file to load it in your client. That's not a problem either.Read our full Deluge review(Image credit: BitTorrent; Shutterstock)Operating system: Windows, macOS, AndroidDownload schedulingVery smallRuns on the webContains adsAdditional bundled softwareuTorrent, also known as pTorrent, has been
around since 2005 and it's the most widely used free torrent client outside China. It will do all the hard work for you as well, piecing together those files like a jigsaw.All of the best free torrent clients will have their own strengths, with varying features to help manage these large files. Note: uTorrent, by default, enables an Ask.com toolbar during
installation and offers to make your default search Ask.com. This can be turned off without any problems, but it bears mentioning. While the tracker gives instructions on what to do and how to connect, it’s the client that actually does the heavy-lifting. Because of this, it’s important that you choose a client you trust as well as a client that performs
amiably. To stop animation, click browser’s Stop or hit ESC key.” Indexers An “indexer” is a site that compiles a list of torrents and descriptions and is a place where users form a community (with rules!) around BitTorrent content. When you want to share, download, or request files, the indexer’s community is where you go. These usually take the
form of a forum and/or an IRC channel. BitTorrent is one of the most commonly used protocols for transferring very large files because it doesn’t overload web servers that provide downloads—since everybody is both sending and receiving, it’s much more efficient than everybody downloading from a single server. With this in mind, we've collated all
the biggest names and put them to the test to see which of the best torrent clients on the market would best suit your needs.Whether you need something that just gets the job done, or something more advanced that can be extended through the use of add-ons, you’ll definitely find something here. Public vs Private Trackers Another aspect of trackers
are whether they are public or private—the “Private” trackers are based on membership, so only registered users can download, upload, and/or have access to perks like additional downloads. Its uniqueness lies in the fact that as you download portions of your files from the person who originally shared the file, you are also getting portions from
fellow downloaders to maximize data exchange. BitTorrent has since released a patch for the vulnerability.Read our full uTorrent review(Image credit: BitTorrent; Shutterstock)Operating system: Windows, macOS, AndroidSimple to configureDownload schedulingVery smallContains adsYou might be wondering why BitTorrent has its own torrent client
when it also maintains uTorrent - especially when the BitTorrent app is a rebranded version of uTorrent. It puts minimal load on our servers because BitTorrent clients upload pieces of files to others while downloading, thus spreading the load across the network and making blazing fast downloads possible. That's because it's extendable via plug-ins,
which effectively enable you to build your own personalised version of Deluge.Fancy something that resembles uTorrent without the unwanted software? Other operating systems are supported by BitTornado and BitTorrent. BitTorrent is an internet peer-to-peer file sharing protocol that works in a sort of decentralized fashion. No problem. After the
initial pieces transfer from the seed (large system at the bottom), the pieces are individually transferred from client to client.
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